Cookies, Talk of Treason Served 
A t Opemng of Birch Headquarters 
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By Willard Ciopton 

I Washington Post Staff Writer 

The John Birch Society 
m ixed a hard line with a soft 
, sell as it opened its Washing- 
ton office yesterday. 

Cookies, limeade and talk 


supplying Communist coun- 
tries with wheat, sending 
them foreign aid money, en- 
gaging in cultural exchanges 
with them and building steel 
mills for them. It all' comes 
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of presidential treason were* ‘under the category of trea- 


served up during a four-hour 
open house at the Society’s 
new regional headquarters, a 
tiny three-room suite on the 
10th floor of the LaSalle 
Building, 1028 Connecticut 
ave. nw. 

Reed A. Benson, the Socie- 
ty’s new man . in Washington, 

| made a jolly occasion of it, 
except when he was asked 
what he thought of President 
Johnson. 

He answered that, in his 
opinion, Administration poli- 
cies “are leading the Nation 
down the road of insolvency 
and surrender” and “giving 
aid and comfort to the ene 
my.” 

This country, he said, 


is 


son,’ 


he charged. 

’hrice Turned Down 
But Benson was all smiles 
as he told about such things 
as the trouble the Society had 
getting accepted as a tenant 
in a Washington office build- 
ing. 

At least three other build- 
ing owners signed lease agree- 
ments with, the Society and 
then reneged on them, he 
said. 

‘There was some suggestion 
that we used the Civil Rights 
Act to get in, but since we 
opposed the law we decided 
not to,” he said with a laugh. 

The LaSalle Building is a 
quite cosmopolitan” struc- 
ture, he observed, -since it 
houses several outposts of the 
United Nations, an organiza- 
tion which the Society wants 
evicted from the United 
States. 

“Ipl probably drop into see 
them sometime,” Benson said, 
smiling “We want to be good- 
neighbors.” 

A Former Chaplain 
Benson, 37, is the son of 
Ezra Taft Benson, who was 
President Eisenhower’s Secre- 
tary of Agriculture. A former 
Air Force chaplain and Mor- 
mon missionary, the younger 
Benson has been preaching 
the Birch gospel for the past 
few years. 

The new office will be a 
base for his speechmaking 
tours and will give him a 
point of contact with Con- 
gress and the Washington 
press corps, he said. 

The Scoiety is growing 
steadily and now has between 
80,000 and 100,000 members, 
stated. The office here 



he 


becomes the fifth regional 
headquarters, the others being 
Los Angeles, Chicago, 


By Ellsworth Davis, 
Staff hPotographer 

REED BENSON 
. attacks President 


Houston and White Plains, 
N.Y. 

The new office is furnished 
in early American. There is 
an American flag in one cor- 
ner. Nearby is a plaque en- 
graved: “In God We Trust. 
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit 
of Happiness. December 9, 
1958.” 

Ring for ‘1984’ 

The last is the date the So- 
ciety was founded by Robert 
Welch, a f o rm e r M a ssa - 
chusetts candy-maker. 

The office phone number is 
659-1984. “We wanted it to end 
with 1776, but the DAR alrea- 
dy had that. So we thought 
1984 would ring a bell,” Ben- 
son explained . 1 

Against one wall is a dis- 


play of books and periodicals 
! endorsed by the Scoiety 
Among the titles: “Back- 

ground for Betrayal,” “The In- 
visible Government,” “The In- 
vasion of Mississippi,” “The 
Web of Subversion,” “I was a 
Slave in Russia,” and “The 
Red Carpet,” the last written 
by Benson’s father. 

The only other, paid staff 
member here will be Robert 
W .Lee, 28, a former Salt 
Lake City businessman who 
will be Benson’s -administra- 
tive assistant. 


